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Office bearers elected at the annual general meeting on 4
th

 September 2010 are: 

                                          President:                     Paul Bray 

                                          Vice President:            Mark Loney 

                                          Treasurer:                    Carey Handfield 

                                          Secretary:                     Bill Wright     (also Editor of Vires Acquirit) 

                                          Committee member:    Bruce Gillespie 

                                          Committee member:    Rob Gerrand   

Editorial 

Welcome to the third issue of an irregular bulletin to the members of Meteor Incorporated.  

share a long cherished vision of one day acquiring secure premises to house a science fiction 

and research collection in Australia. Members of Meteor Inc are the ongoing supporters of 

this goal. 

Holding our third Annual General Meeting at Aussiecon 4 (68
th

 Worldcon in Sept. 2010) as 

an open meeting had mixed success. Attendees included a small number of local enthusiasts 

and a smaller number of overseas visitors. The Meteor Fund was well received but that hasn’t 

translated into a flood of donations via the website: www.meteor.org.au, as we had hoped.  

The board met on 16
th

 November 2010 to take stock in the light of guidelines issued by  

National Archives of Australia for the setting up of small community archives. In 2011, we’ll 

be re-evaluating our approach to attempting to save ‘at risk’ collections in the light of that 

information. Sections of the website: www.meteor.org.au may be changed as a result.  

We’ve established contact at board level with the J Lloyd Eaton Collection of Science 

Fiction, Horror and Utopian Literature at the University of Southern California. That 

archive is an example of what the Meteor Fund is aiming at in its fulfilment phase. They’ve 

agreed to maintain a dialogue with Meteor and we hope to benefit from their experience. 

Overleaf is a report on transfer of Mervyn Binns’s collection to secure storage with Meteor. 
 

 

http://www.meteor.org.au/
http://www.meteor.org.au/
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Saving the Mervyn Binns Collection  

Mon. 6 December 2010                               Bruce Gillespie 

Meteor's first collection-saving operation, conducted on Monday 6
th

 December 2010 proved 

far more successful than we could have hoped. This was a result of Bill Wright's splendid 

planning, the cooperation of Merv and Helena Binns, part of whose collection was being 

donated to Meteor, and the fact that Bill's appeal for volunteers produced just the right person 

for the job: Fiona Park. 

Bill had put out an appeal for volunteers via Samantha 

Rooney, president of the Melbourne Science Fiction Club, 

but in the end we could conduct the operation only a 

weekday. Fortunately, Fiona was able to spend one of her 

holidays (a) driving the mini-van from Access Storage 

from South Melbourne to Bentleigh and back; (b) helping 

Bruce Gillespie to pack the books in the Access Storage 

boxes; and (c) with Bruce, lugging boxes into the van and 

out again at the other end. 

When Bill, Fiona and I converged at the home of Merv and Helena Binns in Bentleigh on 

Monday morning, we found that Merv had separated out all the books and magazines he was 

storing with Meteor Inc. at this stage. We had to pack all of them in the archive boxes, label 

the boxes, then lug the boxes onto the van.  

Almost everything that might have gone 

wrong did not go wrong. We were under acute 

time restrictions, but managed to get back in 

time to unpack the van and transfer the 

contents to a storage room.  The only real 

enemy were the  gears of the van provided by 

Access (for free for the day!) -- every time 

Fiona went back into first, she was wondering 

whether she would be able to start again. 

Fiona power prevailed. 

One obstacle was unexpected ... because of a 

misunderstanding by Access, the lockable 

storage compartment provided was too small for the boxes packed. A bigger storage space 

was found, which means that we are already set up (within limits) for future operations. 

Thanks to Sam Rooney for blitzing the MSFC for volunteers -- and of course Bill, Fiona, and 

I will take a bow any time. 

Job still to be done: cataloguing the items donated by Merv. Bill originally hoped to do this 

while packing them, but time constraints were against us. However, Access Storage has its 

own room where people can access collections, so we can probably do the cataloguing at a 

later date. We will need Meteor Inc. volunteers for this job.  
Bruce Gillespie 
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produced by its Secretary, Bill Wright, and authorised by the Association’s management committee. 


